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News from the Engineering Division
Engineering Division

Penny Sympson, Chair

The objectives of the Engineering Division are to provide an association for those having an interest in library and information
science as they apply to engineering and the physical sciences and to promote the use of materials and knowledge for the
benefit of libraries and other educational organizations.

The Engineering Division has
accomplished much in 2013. We
began work on the first ever Division
Strategic Plan.
We started a Buddy Program for new
Conference attendees and offered a
new award, the $1,500 Momentum
Press SLA Annual Conference Grant.
We updated online Member Profiles
and posted historic Board rosters on
our website.
Planning for the 2014 Annual
Conference is well on its way. All
of our proposals were accepted by
headquarters. In addition to the
traditional events (Aerospace Section
Breakfast, Division Lunch Meeting,
and the Standards Update), your 2014
Conference Planner Beth Thomsett-
Scott is arranging: “Engineering Café,”
“Engaging Users with Technology,”
and “Crossing Boundaries.” Look for
information on these exciting programs
early next year.
I thank the Engineering Division
Executive and Advisory Boards for
their hard work. I also thank them
for allowing me to practice leadership
skills and improve them in a safe
environment. I discovered that I’m
über organized and that I still need
to work on public speaking. Board
members encouraged and guided me
along the way.
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Special thanks go out to outgoing
Treasurer Mary Whittaker. Mary served
two terms (four years) and efficiently
handled the Division’s finances. She
was always responsive to questions.
I also thank Betty Edwards, 2013
Conference Planner, who developed
fantastic, well-received programs
for the San Diego Conference.
Her commitment to the Division
demonstrates her professionalism
and dedication to SLA. Lastly, thanks
to all of the committee members
who assisted the Chairs. They helped
the Board operate efficiently and
their contributions are very much
appreciated.
Incoming Chair Andy Shimp will lead
the Board in 2014 and he is more than
capable of handling Division affairs. We
are in good hands.
I’ve enjoyed working with the member
volunteers who are dedicated to
furthering the goals of the Division and
to ensuring sustainability and growth. I
made new friends, gained self-esteem,
and raised the visibility of my Library
(and myself) within my company.
I hope that you choose to get involved
so that you can reap benefits such
as skill development and network
building. As a Division member, you’re
a stakeholder with a vested interested
in our success. By volunteering, you
SciTech News
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can shape the Division and help other
information professionals. If you’re not
ready to commit to a Chair position,
volunteer to be a Committee Member.
It’s a great introduction to Division
and SLA operations. You get back
from the Division (and SLA) as much
as you put in. The Division is only
as good as the members who step
forward to volunteer. You’ll benefit

from volunteering and it’s a great way
to show that you’re the consummate
professional.
Finally, thank you, Engineering
Division members, for the opportunity
to serve. It has been a pleasure
representing the Division.

Call for Nominations and Applications
$1000 IEEE Continuing Education Stipend – Call for Applications
Stipend to attend the SLA Annual Meeting in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, June 8-10, 2014
IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) is sponsoring for SLA Engineering Division members a travel stipend up to $1000 toward payment of expenses incurred while attending any Continuing Education course offered at the annual SLA conference in Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada, June 8-10, 2014.
The IEEE Stipend will be given to the qualified member who submits an essay, of three or fewer
double-spaced typed pages, which is judged to be the best paper that addresses “How the
member will benefit professionally from a continuing education course.” Please email Stephanie Sheldon (stephanie.sheldon@lmco.com) for a list of Continuing Education courses offered
during the SLA 2014 conference. The winner will also be required to submit an article to the
Engineering Division newsletter (SciTech News) within twelve months of completion on how the
course helped them in library applications.
Qualifications for Entering Award Competition:
Be a member of the SLA Engineering Division in good standing at the time of applying for the award.
Special Instructions:
Type your full name (without any additional personal information) at the top of each essay
page. Double space the typing on all pages.
Deadline for Submission: March 15, 2014.
The winner must be present to accept the award at the annual Engineering Division Business
Meeting during the SLA 2014 conference.
Submit Entries for the award to:
Stephanie Sheldon
E-mail: stephanie.sheldon@lmco.com
or to:
Stephanie Sheldon, SLA-ENG Awards Committee
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
Company Research Library, MZ 0124
1011 Lockheed Way
Palmdale, CA 93599
16
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Call for Nominations and Applications
SLA Engineering Librarian of the Year Award sponsored by IHS
The Engineering Librarian of the Year, sponsored by IHS, highlights the accomplishments and
contributions of SLA Engineering Division members to the engineering librarian profession. The
winner must be present to accept the $1500 award at the annual Engineering Division Business
Meeting held during the annual SLA conference in Vancouver, B.C., Canada June 8-10, 2014 .
Prospective candidates are encouraged to nominate themselves, or they may be nominated by
a colleague or associate.
Criteria for entry are:
1.
Be a member of the SLA Engineering Division in good standing at the time of applying
for the award.
2.
Distinguished achievement(s) in the engineering library profession, through an exceptional contribution on the job, within the SLA Engineering Division, or within the industry at
large. Accomplishment(s) should have taken place within the calendar year immediately preceding nomination/application. However, in selected cases, based solely on the Awards Committee’s judgment, recognition may be given for ongoing, long-term contribution(s).
Instructions for submissions:
Submit the nomination/application by March 15th, 2014. Provide full name, job title, address,
telephone numbers, e-mail address, and a maximum one-page statement of the nominee’s
qualifications to: Diane F. Brenes, SLA-ENG Awards Committee, at the following email address:
diane.f.brenes@boeing,com (714) 235-0814

$1500 Momentum Press SLA Annual Conference Grant
Momentum Press is sponsoring for SLA Engineering Division members a $1,500 grant to be
used toward payment of expenses incurred while attending the SLA Annual Conference in Vancouver, B.C, Canada, June 8-10, 2014.
Criteria for entry are:
•
Be a current SLA Engineering Division member actively working at an academic, government, or special library;
•
Receive no financial support from employer;
•
Provide an essay (300 words or less) on how attending the conference will be a benefit
to you.
Post-Award Requirement:
Recipient will write a brief article (approximately 1,000 words) on the conference experience for
the Dec 2014 SciTech News.
Instructions for submissions:
Submit entries for the grant by March 15th, 2014. Provide full name, job title, address, telephone numbers, e-mail address, and short essay to: Taya Cagle, SLA-ENG Awards Committee,
at the following email address: taya.cagle@boeing.com (425-518-3048).
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Call for Nominations and Applications
2014 SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING DIVISIONS BONNIE
HILDITCH INTERNATIONAL LIBRARIAN AWARD
The Bonnie Hilditch International Librarian Award, sponsored by the Science-Technology and
Engineering Divisions, is presented to a librarian outside of the United States and Canada. The
purpose of the award is to provide an opportunity for a librarian outside of the United States
and Canada to attend the annual Special Libraries Association (SLA) conference. The award will
cover conference registration, lodging and airfare, up to and not exceeding US $3,000. The SLA
annual conference will be held in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, June 8-10 2014.
The Awards Committee reserves the right to withhold the award if a sufficient number of appropriate candidates are not nominated.
QUALIFICATIONS:
Be a current member of SLA, preference given to members of the SLA Science-Technology and/
or Engineering Division.
Candidate should reside and work outside of the United States and Canada and be working
currently in a library, information center, library school or other information capacity, preferably
either in the science and technology and/or engineering area.
Submission should be in English.
NOMINATIONS:
Self-nominations are encouraged. Send an online statement including information on the candidate’s professional career, professional activities or offices held, special projects or services,
publications, and any other related functions that qualify the person for the award.
Documentation must include a current curriculum vita OR resume for the candidate, significant
publications, supporting letters, etc.
Please inform the committee if you are currently applying for other SLA awards.
DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: December 31, 2013. Nominations and all accompanying materials should be sent to Janet Hughes, Chair of the Sci-Tech Division Awards Committee, at the
following email address: jah19@psu.edu
APPLICATION PROCEDURES for the SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY and ENGINEERING DIVISIONS
BONNIE HILDITCH INTERNATIONAL LIBRARIAN AWARD
1. The winner will be responsible for making all necessary travel arrangements (passports, visas, etc.) for a visit to the U.S. as well as for conference attendance.
2. Include a current resume and relevant materials as outlined in the criteria for the award.
POST AWARD REQUIREMENTS:
1. Recipient will write a brief article (approximately 1,000 words) on the conference experience
for the November 2014 SciTech News.
2. Recipient will be asked to serve on the Science-Technology and Engineering Division Awards
Committee the following year in order to provide for the continuity and enthusiasm of this award.
NOTIFICATION:
1. Applicants will receive notification of award status by early February 2014. The award check
will be sent to the recipient as soon as the receipts are received by the Awards Chairperson.
2. The recipient’s names will be posted to the Science-Technology and Engineering Division’s
Web sites.
3. The announcement and introduction of the recipient will take place at both the Science-Technology Division’s and the Engineering Division’s Annual Business Meetings/breakfasts.
E-mail nominations and materials preferred.
18
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Call for Nominations and Applications
$1200 SPIE Digital Library Student Travel Stipend Award
SPIE Digital Library is sponsoring for library school students the award of a $1200 travel stipend
toward payment of expenses incurred while attending the annual Special Libraries Association
conference in Vancouver, B.C., Canada, June 8-10 2014. SPIE Digital Library is the world’s largest collection of optics and photonics applied research.
The SPIE Digital Library Student Travel Stipend Award will be given to the qualified student who
submits an essay of three or less double-spaced typed pages that is judged to be the best essay submitted describing the following scenario:
When the Special Library Association (SLA) was established in 1909, the idea of “special” libraries fit the movement that was occurring, and the name of the association as the Special Libraries Association was selected in default of a better name. Since this time, the Special Libraries
Association (SLA) has gone back and forth regarding the name of the association. Should the
association keep the name “Special Libraries Association” or change it? Support your position
with relevant and current examples. How does keeping the name versus changing the name of
the association impact existing special libraries? (Special libraries include: Corporate, Medical,
Law, Religious, etc.)
Qualifications for Entering Award Competition
The essay winner must be a student member of the SLA Engineering Division at the time of
acceptance of the award. Part of the award will be a one-year student membership to the SLA
Engineering Division.
Special Instructions
1.
Give your full name, address, telephone number, email address, and a statement, on
one page, of your qualifications, as given above, for entering the award competition. Include
the name of your library school.
2.
Type your full name (without any additional personal information) at the top of each essay page. Double space the typing on all pages.
Application Deadline for Submission: March 15th, 2014
Submit entries for the award to:
Bette Finn, SLA Engineering Division Awards Committee
Georgia Tech Library and Information Center
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0900
Phone: (404) 894 1790 | Fax: (404) 894 8190
E mail: bette.finn@library.gatech.edu
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Momentum Press SLA Annual Conference Grant

Laura B. Paulumbo
Thanks to the Engineering Division’s
Momentum Press award, I was able
to attend the SLA 2013 annual conference in beautiful San Diego. I had
recently graduated with my MLIS and
had been working as a part time science librarian, and would not have
been able to attend without it. While
there I participated in pre-conference
professional development sessions,
attended division meetings and presentations (some standing room only),
visited the Info-Expo floor, presented
at Speed Geek, and enjoyed networking with newly met colleagues.
The professional development sessions I attended discussed chemistry
and chemistry information resources
and librarianship, and were presented
by Judith Currano, Sue Cardinal, and
Dawn French. I was so grateful for
the opportunity to learn from these
wonderfully skilled information professionals, who passed on a wealth
of information in a short amount of
time. These sessions were invaluable
to me as a new librarian, and I can’t
recommend them enough. I hope to
see more of the same at future conferences.
The opening presentation by Mike
Walsh was stimulating and entertaining. He impressed me with his slick
visuals, and reminded me to think
about the issues which have become
so important to librarians, such as
how to keep our technology people
focused, and how to use that technology to engage with our communities.
20
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I have to admit that it was tough to
choose which of the other presentations to attend, there were so many I
wanted to see. I found time to attend
“Science and Technology on the Go:
an Update”, presented by the Chemistry and PAM divisions. Mobile applications for the sciences were discussed,
and I learned about a few of which I
was previously unaware. We were also
cautioned about some of the unreliable
apps on the market. An analysis of
student research using mobile phones
was presented, as well as current perceptions by mobile users with regard
to scientific research.
One of the standing room only sessions I got to see was “Next Generation Sci-Tech Librarians: Helping Institutions and Researchers Increase Their
Impact”, presented by the Chemistry
and Sci-Tech divisions. The emerging
field of altmetrics, which uses alternative sources such as social media
for assessing scholarly impact, was
presented. The differences in discipline acceptance and uptake of these
sources were also discussed. More
traditional methods of citation analysis
were covered as well. Another standing room only session was “Hard Core
Tech for Librarians”, where we were
shown lots of tips and tools for organizing, sharing, and visualizing information.
I did manage to squeeze in a little fun
while in San Diego. I took advantage
of the PAM Hospitality suite, which
SciTech News
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provided a cozy spot to rest, refresh,
and chat with other division members. Their Newcomer’s dinner was
a blast also. The Info-Expo floor was
overwhelming, so I appreciated the
opportunity to participate in the Engineering division’s conference buddy
program and walk the floor with a seasoned conference-goer. In addition to
meeting the vendors and seeing their
demos, we enjoyed sampling the free
food and drinks. I lurked a bit at the
IT Dance Party, and was impressed by
the costumes (maybe next year!) The
San Diego chapter hosted some fun
outings, and I joined a couple of their
Dine Arounds and a side trip to Coronado. As a newbie, I really appreciated
the effort everyone made to make all
of us feel welcome.

fline library of engineering resources,
called EAKO (for Engineering Access
to Knowledge Offline), was built for
the University of Liberia with my colleagues from Rutgers. Speed Geek
was well attended, and I was sorry
that I didn’t have time to visit the
other demonstrations.
I’m grateful to the Engineering division and Momentum Press for giving
me this opportunity to learn from and
connect with others in my field, and
thankful to all those who put in the
enormous amounts of time and effort
necessary to organize and present so
much useful information. I’m looking
forward to learning new things, seeing
familiar faces, and meeting new colleagues in Vancouver! ~Laura

Lastly, I participated in Speed Geek,
where I demonstrated my Digital
Library in a Box. This prototype of-
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SLA Engineering Division’s SPIE Digital Library Student
Travel Stipend Award
Jenny Wong-Welch

I am currently a Master’s student at
the Graduate School of Library and
Information Science at the University
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. My father, an electrical engineer, has always
played an important role in my life. By
being such an influential person in my
life, he passed on his love for the engineering profession to me. For instance,
while in library school, my dad and I
have taken many opportunities to tour
multiple hackerspaces around the US.
After finishing my undergraduate degree in Mathematics and Economics,
I found that engineering librarianship
was an excellent way to get involved
with the engineering profession. Upon
acceptance to library school, I was
very fortunate to receive an assistantship at the Grainger Engineering Library Information Center at the Illinois
Campus. The Grainger Engineering
Library Information Center is not only
one of the largest engineering libraries
in the nation; it also serves the academic community of the highly ranked
Illinois College of Engineering. For me,
this opportunity has not provided me
with unprecedented experience.
Working at Grainger has given me
experience directly interacting with
patrons and building webpages and
research resources for the engineering community. I have learned the
complex system behind storage and
providing engineering information
materials, and also learned to differentiate between the information needs
22
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of different engineering patrons. For
example, an undergraduate engineering student has very different information needs than an engineering faculty
member; the student needs information for his statics exam while the faculty member needs access to an article
published in Optical Engineering.
My assistantship experience has increased my love for engineering librarianship. I truly hope to pursue a
career in engineering librarianship. I
have tried to start my career off right
by working on my career development
by joining multiple professional society
such as ACRL Science and Technology
Section, ASEE Engineering Libraries
Division, and soon to be SLA Engineering Division. And I have professionally
networked by visiting and interning
at the Terman Engineering Library at
Stanford, UC-San Diego’s Biomedical
Library, and the Engineering Library at
the University of Washington.
Proposal
Reducing a library’s footprint will need
to be a two-step process that will start
by evaluating the current size of the
library’s print collection to ultimately
reduce it and the physical space of
the library; the second step will be to
embed the librarian into the company’s
research teams.
The nature of an engineering company
is ever-changing: it is vital to the life
of the company to be one step ahead
of their competitors to maintain and
SciTech News
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increase the company’s market share.
Because of this fast paced environment, it is fundamental that the company have access to the latest information and developments; whether it’s
the business market or the engineering industry. Thus I propose a detailed
analysis of the library’s current print
collection to withdraw anything that is
no longer used or needed. This analysis would allow the library to get rid
of out-of-date materials and focus on
staying up-to-date with latest information in the company’s market, where
future acquisitions will be electronic
materials rather than print materials.
While the reduction of the company’s
print collection will not directly save
money, it will reduce the need for
physical floor space which will save the
operational costs of running a library
and will allow the company to reallocate the space to another group.
The next step to reducing the library’s
footprint would be to embed the librarian in the company’s research environment. As simply managing the library’s
space and collection, the librarian’s
skills are not being optimally used.
The librarian has an in-depth skill set
centered around finding and digesting
information. I propose taking advantage of these skills by embedding the
librarian into the company’s research
groups. Not only will this allow the
company to better use the skills of the
librarian, but the librarian can gain a
better understand of what the company’s information needs are. Through
this understand the librarian can better allocate the library’s budget to purchase the latest relevant- information
relevant to the company’s information
needs. This concept of embedding the
librarian in the company’s research
teams is not a novel idea, in fact many
SciTech News
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of the company’s competitors have
implemented this idea to save money
and better use the skill of the librarians; for instance, the LIS group at
Qualcomm has successfully implemented this idea. [1]
Ultimately, I propose reducing the library’s footprint by breaking down the
historical understanding of the library
and changing it to an information center, where the physical library
collection and space are reduced and
the librarian becomes the information
consultant for the company where research teams can rely on the librarian
to provide quality information intelligence on the market and latest engineering developments.
References
[1] “For Qualcomm’s Library, the message is clear: Value above all else.”
Advancing the Mission – March
2012. Elsevier Library Connect, 13
Mar. 2012. Web. 15 March 2013.
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